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	Council announces plans to reopen Bledlow Household Recycling Centre 
​ 

	Buckinghamshire Council is putting forward plans to reopen the Household Recycling Centre in Bledlow, near Princes Risborough.
The Council currently operates nine Household Recycling Centres (HRCs) across the county, providing an essential service for residents to dispose of and recycle household waste; our HRCs receive some 1.2 million visits every year.
In 2019 the former county council took the decision to close Bledlow HRC due to budgetary pressures but now the council is in a position to consider reopening the site to meet current and future demand, subject to a decision by the council’s Cabinet. If the plans move forward, the proposal is to reopen the site in November 2022, to allow for time to prepare and modernise the current facility, and it will open five days a week (closed on Wednesdays and Thursdays). The site will be free to visit for all Buckinghamshire residents, as it is at all Household Recycling Centres in Buckinghamshire, with charges for non-household waste.
Residents from Oxfordshire will still be able to use the site but will have to pay a fee depending on the type and amount of waste they bring to ensure the cost isn’t borne by Buckinghamshire residents.






	Council tax refunds completed for all eligible households in Bucks 
​ 

	All households in Buckinghamshire who were eligible to receive a council tax rebate earlier this year, have now received their refund.
The energy rebate, for homes in bands A to D, was arranged by central government with local councils tasked with distributing the refunds. Those who pay by direct debit were refunded automatically into their bank account whilst those who pay via other means were refunded either via their bank or with post office vouchers which can be exchanged for cash.
A total of 73,847 eligible Bucks households who make their council tax payments by direct debit have received their £150 rebate. In addition, 46,796 householders who pay by cash or standing order were asked to provide their bank details to enable payment. All of these households have either provided their details and been paid or have had a voucher sent to them to cash at a post office.



	Council announces new partner to continue programme of highways improvements 
​ 

	Buckinghamshire Council has today (Wednesday 3 August), announced that Balfour Beatty Living Places has been awarded the future Term Maintenance Contract to look after the county’s highway network.
Balfour Beatty Living Places will take on the multi-million-pound contract on 1 April 2023 when the council’s current agreement with Ringway Jacobs, working under the Transport for Buckinghamshire umbrella, comes to an end.
The new contractor will work closely with the council and alongside newly appointed design contractors, who will be announced later this year, to deliver the ongoing programme of maintenance, investment and improvement to the county’s 5,000km of roads, carriageways, footpaths and cycle routes.
Steven Broadbent, Cabinet Member for Transport said: “We are pleased to announce that, after a rigorous selection process, Balfour Beatty Living Places has been awarded this maintenance contract.
"We are determined that this partnership will provide a new model of highways services that achieves our aspirations for a faster and more responsive service for the needs of residents and road users in Buckinghamshire.
"Balfour Beatty Living Places has an excellent track record of managing contracts of this nature and we are keen to embrace their expertise and experience, whilst realising their delivery of innovation and quality onto our network."
The council's current contractor, Ringway Jacobs, will continue to deliver highways services, making use of its knowledge and experience gained through 13 years of working on the county’s highways, under the Transport for Buckinghamshire contract, until the end of March 2023. It will play a key role in ensuring the effective transfer of services to the new arrangements.

In addition to maintaining Buckinghamshire’s highways network, Balfour Beatty will be responsible for the upkeep of street lighting, traffic signals, gullies and drainage, and winter maintenance services including gritting. The new contract will run for an initial eight year period with the option to extend for a further four years.





​ 
	Have your say on a new political map for Buckinghamshire Council 

News Release from the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 



	New boundaries are being proposed for council wards in Buckinghamshire Council. The Local Government Boundary Commission wants to hear what residents and local organisations think about the proposals. A 10-week consultation on the proposals will run until 10 October 2022. This has now been extended to Dec 2022.
The Commission is the independent body that draws these boundaries. It is reviewing Buckinghamshire to make sure councillors will represent about the same number of electors, and that ward arrangements will help the council work effectively. The Commission has published proposals for changes to Buckinghamshire. It is proposing that Buckinghamshire Council should have 98 councillors. Those councillors should represent 51 wards, represented by 10 three-councillor wards, 27 two-councillor wards and 14 single-councillor wards. The boundaries of most wards will change.
Launching the consultation Professor Colin Mellors, Chair of the Commission, said:
“We want people in Buckinghamshire to help us. We have drawn up proposals for new wards in Buckinghamshire. We want to make sure these new electoral arrangements reflect communities. We also want them to be easy to understand and convenient for local people.
Residents and local organisations can help us do that. We would like them to let us know whether they agree with our proposals before we take final decisions.
It’s easy to get involved. Go to our website. Or you can e-mail or write to us.
Just tell us what you think and give us some details why you think that. It’s really simple, so do get involved.”
The Commission has a dedicated section on its website where people can see the detail of the proposals and comment on the names of wards and their boundaries: 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/buckinghamshire/buckinghamshire-council
People can also give their views by e-mail at reviews@lgbce.org.uk, and by post:
Review Officer (Buckinghamshire)

This consultation relates to the arrangements for local government elections. It is separate from consultations that are currently taking place across England on arrangements for parliamentary elections. For further information contact the Commission’s press office on 0330 500 1525 / 1250 or email press@lgbce.org.uk
An interactive map is available at:
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/29857
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is an independent body accountable to Parliament. It recommends fair electoral and boundary arrangements for local authorities in England. In doing so, it aims to:
• Make sure that, within an authority, each councillor represents a similar number of electors
• Create boundaries that are appropriate, and reflect community ties and identities
• Deliver reviews informed by local needs, views and circumstances




















 




	‘Find out if you need planning permission’ service now live in Buckinghamshire 
​ 

	A new online self-service planning tool has been launched that enables anyone in Buckinghamshire to check if an idea they have for a project is likely to be allowed under national permitted development rights or whether it may require planning permission. The service is part of a national pilot by the Department for Levelling Up, Communities and Housing (DLUCH) to improve submitting and processing planning applications. 
 
The new service works by doing a high-level check of the project against legislation and Geographic Information System (GIS) data to see if the project may fall under ‘permitted development’. The service also warns if other types of consent, such as prior approval, tree consent or listed building consent may additionally be required.
 
This new service is available to use now on Buckinghamshire Council’s website.
 
There is also an option to use a new online application service to allow homeowners and planning professionals to apply for a lawful development certificate as an alternative to using existing planning application submission tools.
 
Both services ask applicants questions specific to their project, meaning that users don’t need to be planning experts to start researching the changes they can make to their homes. 
“The self-service planning tool is free to use and can be accessed now on our website.”
 
In addition to these two self-serve public-facing tools, the planning team at Buckinghamshire Council is also testing a new back-office system to make the lawful development assessment process more efficient and transparent for both applicants and planning officers. 
 
 



