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Have your say on the vision and objectives for 
development and transport in Buckinghamshire  

  
Buckinghamshire Council wants to hear your views on its draft vision and objectives to guide 

future development and transport in Buckinghamshire. 

The council is creating two long-term plans for what Buckinghamshire should be like in 2040 

and how this can be achieved: 

• The Local Plan for Buckinghamshire – to shape and manage future development 

across Buckinghamshire. 

• Local Transport Plan 5 (LTP 5) – to set out the priorities for all types of transport 

across Buckinghamshire. 

The draft vision and objectives have been developed from what people who work and live in 

Buckinghamshire have already told the council during a survey that ran from November 

2021 to February 2022. 

Peter Strachan, Cabinet Member for Planning and Regeneration, said: 

“Our new local plan will identify areas suitable for development, whilst safeguarding those 

that require careful management. 

“The plan will set out key requirements for new developments, encompassing an 

appropriate mix of housing, land allocation for employment opportunities, and the creation 

of vibrant living spaces, complete with shops and public areas.  

“Furthermore, the plan will emphasise the importance of environmental protection by 

supporting wildlife, conserving scenic landscapes and historical sites, addressing flood risks 

and protecting the Green Belt.” 

Steven Broadbent, Cabinet Member for Transport, added: 

“Planning and transport are closely connected, as the availability of accessible and reliable 

transportation plays a crucial role in the success of any new development. When planning 

new homes, shops, and places to work, it's essential to ensure that they are well-connected 

to the existing road and public transport networks. 

"In urban planning, creating communities that are designed for walking, cycling and 

wheeling are becoming increasingly important. This approach not only promotes physical 

activity and healthier lifestyles, but also reduces traffic congestion and air pollution." 

“By prioritising the integration of transportation planning with development planning, we 

can create vibrant and sustainable communities that meet the needs of both current and 

future generations.” 



 

 

Find out more about The Local Plan for Buckinghamshire. 

To have your say on the plans: 

• Complete the online survey 

• Complete and return a printed version of the survey (can be downloaded from the 

online survey page) 

• Email: planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

• Write to: Vision and objectives consultation, Planning Policy, Buckinghamshire 

Council, Queen Victoria Road, High Wycombe, HP11 1BB 

If you have any questions about this consultation, please email 

planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk or call 0300 131 6000. 

Submissions need to be received by midnight on Sunday 4 June 2023. 

To keep up to date with the Local Plan for Buckinghamshire, please register online. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you entitled to childcare support for your two-year-
old?  

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DrwMbXA-5kTje6nsCDPeRAA2tO-VS2F2sEAIJc0Cu9gqGfsjrlBnDIHtPPIFqSH-oKDYwH4GrAcLKwiv2mpu9kzfc1BBcqO3ZaCMmeCJ3pXeN35wxkARl6gN3RxTC_YRvKP-LhaLAHf4OmJD7AKZ6NkT4PQfJ49HWpFkjM9Bx1HgFzgxwPLRLcRqgbAAVSqmITCZnqPqzHKXegxkLNBYX32akM4eIozYTSBdnSQd4fmYZSihAkOG1S4IMdZ_jurG8eWlfHJBrjDt0cRfqMQ8uN2I1&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C0e2a9b498dea4620cf4508db40d78673%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638175066644278140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4oWUVp5AgOgyzUh6TJ%2BCKYmwG0QeDI0ctzyt8bRHmig%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DXcHGnOzpvE2DxPC14w-ihcP9J8oc_ZbSalhYb6SevGQZfxor0wx6utO-NXzGFNqtgIclMN0Zn5RtRiCXfJJFsXpwkISqfLT7bPXk6I42Rsqnykip7vJ03GV0zgEG_RhoHJNBwAGqp_picwIn9vvcvQegcS9acUSfivogENGa0DTOE477jNIvxzJyi449njSwbQ2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C0e2a9b498dea4620cf4508db40d78673%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638175066644278140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FkuveaH3c6IZbod0N9eHXRWWSFUPecFDX2R5Zh1rtdI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DJvalbenKBrqiGcXHZorRk-gzVt5hhoJVgpqefbVbiUSh6BBbJcspo3S9Na0Q1fib78o1OdZCEE9MuIjWyZUlxD0dBjOik_-F22jPeSbaNP1x4x8UyebLayTr0WcJE3uLFiJA-M8aWHEeXTlxKuSy65148gbWx3D4tjmdZnsnEfle0&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C0e2a9b498dea4620cf4508db40d78673%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638175066644278140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vrSh5GfVVZ4AMTkqFSpaddebAhUvsVudLPz5ZIuSBmc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Buckinghamshire Council is reminding parents of two-year-old children to check whether 
they are entitled up to 15 hours a week funded childcare. 

Any parent or carer who currently claims some benefits may qualify for this support, which is 
worth over £3,000. Full details of who is eligible can be found on the Buckinghamshire 
Council website. 

The funded childcare can be used with participating childminders, day nurseries, pre-schools 
and nursery schools across Buckinghamshire. 

Buckinghamshire Council's Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, Anita Cranmer, said: 

“I’d really urge parents of two-year-olds to check whether they are eligible for this support 
with their childcare providers – this is a considerable extra help, especially with the rising 
cost of living we are going through. Likewise, if you know someone who might be eligible, do 
let them know about this important opportunity.” 

To find out more and to apply, visit our website or call 01296 387000. 

In the budget on 15 March 2023, the government announced there will be some changes to 
funded childcare, however, this does not take effect until April 2024. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

98% of Bucks families get one of their primary school 
preferences  

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D2yGz8cM7cK4IvL28NFAj8oXiYp7dCWDY8zFLhg18-4Z9SL2FjdgVrBqclz2fQ1G8OH-ezKW40f4FBuzunCZQMBBbGABhnmCsOqarMC8flR7GjekWzae1reyMqI2Rd9jg0fqJi2qhpLYkb8vXJNjOw_2HMpWCELtaQEyZblMr5QKGjqtGTnuMfO6Pf8WUI4PI1xQM3yjVF9xN8uySz1tAcNamP3F3fMINPT3jxjJckkTuI_MdDu9V1eRtNh6N1Md8-w2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C7d8e3f249c424bdad37208db3f4cec06%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638173371848323630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1TcOPNTPrCjS0ESD%2F1hUZ5yuzl0UJT6RC97kcSebmg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D2yGz8cM7cK4IvL28NFAj8oXiYp7dCWDY8zFLhg18-4Z9SL2FjdgVrBqclz2fQ1G8OH-ezKW40f4FBuzunCZQMBBbGABhnmCsOqarMC8flR7GjekWzae1reyMqI2Rd9jg0fqJi2qhpLYkb8vXJNjOw_2HMpWCELtaQEyZblMr5QKGjqtGTnuMfO6Pf8WUI4PI1xQM3yjVF9xN8uySz1tAcNamP3F3fMINPT3jxjJckkTuI_MdDu9V1eRtNh6N1Md8-w2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C7d8e3f249c424bdad37208db3f4cec06%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638173371848323630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1TcOPNTPrCjS0ESD%2F1hUZ5yuzl0UJT6RC97kcSebmg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D2yGz8cM7cK4IvL28NFAj8oXiYp7dCWDY8zFLhg18-4Z9SL2FjdgVrBqclz2fQ1G8OH-ezKW40f4FBuzunCZQMBBbGABhnmCsOqarMC8flR7GjekWzae1reyMqI2Rd9jg0fqJi2qhpLYkb8vXJNjOw_2HMpWCELtaQEyZblMr5QIIkWfYJL3BD8WO9BqhDXnTbzUi4yd0AS96PdKeYbjHDvo05ZMiK0NOMHQisv5Gum06j806cd-poFneJQMPBoQGOg2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C7d8e3f249c424bdad37208db3f4cec06%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638173371848323630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oFfdHsNAGHYNEKZgKRrnevgWjFML%2FCBdSEsc%2FDcq7pI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DtEGBO8HTBNboY2L0aD4AgxBu7afBNE_42YjcD9YWhf_4azUdLuoZJRdUW8s_sZZPZ3zfoTJlZtRSymfV46lb62DSbaJuXIV4JKRNVD0omLqNhU2sUhdlOstFQ1oSovrkidMUCGU_5IQyiyoA-WctahXvcvxnTiO7FwbfFBjHlld7u70T25kw98fGfl_PBsw5772zBV_SSpAJEjb79BaFNHoFo38ExxMoxfcsBMF_Q1dff5AS3wsxO0Jm4h5UCKZ0d00hfKmLrPoZeEHwWqYjOE1qVuhhgFNpQVWU01vgNmL90&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C7d8e3f249c424bdad37208db3f4cec06%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638173371848323630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pO8U9hSxg6GqwUCr5pH2M8OCIDgz9ZHznm0s7HmCLto%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DtEGBO8HTBNboY2L0aD4AgxBu7afBNE_42YjcD9YWhf_4azUdLuoZJRdUW8s_sZZPZ3zfoTJlZtRSymfV46lb62DSbaJuXIV4JKRNVD0omLqNhU2sUhdlOstFQ1oSovrkidMUCGU_5IQyiyoA-WctahXvcvxnTiO7FwbfFBjHlld7u70T25kw98fGfl_PBsw5772zBV_SSpAJEjb79BaFNHoFo38ExxMoxfcsBMF_Q1dff5AS3wsxO0Jm4h5UCKZ0d00hfKmLrPoZeEHwWqYjOE1qVuhhgFNpQVWU01vgNmL90&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C7d8e3f249c424bdad37208db3f4cec06%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638173371848323630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pO8U9hSxg6GqwUCr5pH2M8OCIDgz9ZHznm0s7HmCLto%3D&reserved=0
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Figures published today, Monday 17 April, show that overall, 98% of children in both 
Reception and Junior schools were offered one of their preference schools this year. 

90% of children starting Reception received their top choice allocation, with 96% of families 
getting their first choice of Junior school. All children who expressed preferences in the 
Reception and Junior allocation rounds have been offered a school place in 
Buckinghamshire. 

Anita Cranmer, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services said: 

“I am pleased to see so many children being offered a place at their first choice of school this 
year. Starting or changing schools can be intimidating for many families, and we believe that 
every parent and carer knows what is best for their child. I am proud to say that we have 
been able to offer most children their preferred schools, where they can continue their 
education and reach their full potential.” 

In total 6912 children were allocated places in Reception classes and 1750 children have 
been allocated places in Junior schools. 

5.88% of children got their second-choice Reception preference and 1.33% received their 
third preference. In Junior school allocations, 1.68% got their second-choice placement and 
0.06% were give their third choice. Further allocations will be made in the summer term 
when late applications will be processed. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  
  

 

  

 
  

 

,  

 

 

  

 

 

Council has a new tool in the fight against potholes  
  



 

 

As part of its new contract, which started on 1 April, Buckinghamshire Highways has taken 

delivery of a different type of vehicle to help in the fight against potholes. 

Used by many councils across the country, the Pothole Pro is a time-saving, three-in-one 

vehicle designed to make pothole repairs faster. First it cuts into the road surface where a 

pothole has appeared, it crops the perimeter of the hole neatly to allow a watertight repair, 

and then it brushes away and collects the debris afterwards. Highways teams just need to 

lay and compact asphalt into the prepared hole to complete the repair. 

The benefits of using such a vehicle are speed but also that operators are safely in their cab, 

with no risk of the use of vibrating hand tools affecting their hands or fingers. 

Cabinet Member for Transport, Councillor Steven Broadbent said: “I joined the crew training 

on the Pothole Pro last week and was impressed with the potential of the machine and the 

speed the crew picked up the skills to operate the machine safely. This is just one of a 

number of tools we will be using to invest in and improve our roads. Whilst the machine 

won’t be able to access everywhere or fix all types of defects it has great potential as 

another option we can use on our road network.” 

Although potholes can occur at any time of the year, it is late winter and early spring where 

the weather can have a massive impact on the number of potholes forming and there is an 

increase in the number of potholes on the county’s roads after heavy rain followed by 

freezing temperatures. 

Buckinghamshire Highways carries out regular inspections of the highway network by 

dedicated staff to ensure potholes and other defects are identified and repaired in a timely 

manner, keeping the highway safe. Problems on the roads and footways of 

Buckinghamshire should also continue to be reported using Fix My Street. 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

Buckinghamshire Council awarded £576k to provide 
energy efficiency and clean heating upgrades to low-

income households in the county  
  

Buckinghamshire Council has been awarded £576,000 from the government’s Home 
Upgrade Grant to provide energy efficiency and clean heating upgrades to owner occupied 
and private rented properties in the county. The upgrades are aimed at tackling fuel poverty 
and reducing carbon emissions. 

The scheme enables eligible households to benefit from a range of energy and cost saving 
upgrades, depending on the specific circumstances such as the fuel source, energy 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DLW_Ddw7oplvq_yl_koT1c7Cg_COuElco7r_5aP95M8-4OE3gtBdcV4aKlVwgM31AR9DWsbOQ4huXVRfLeiTcllC2aUYvEcC_lznE-ZB5s3Cwud__lxT2sdhj_TsGbTjy0AMbbyIUl9zXsjUt50YZ-RS_hFjRU3JfN1C23w4ivCxY0&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C87d58f046e324008b0ae08db3aa48c69%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638168250626388832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zJeWTz6eq2ulXe9455mFjJlulm%2B5LL1y%2Fka5QTEp6kg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

efficiency and EPC rating of the home. The majority of the funding will be made available for 
the least efficient homes heated by the most polluting fuel sources 

“This new funding from the Home Upgrade Grant will help us continue to improve 
Buckinghamshire’s most energy inefficient homes. The funding is aimed at low-income 
households, helping them save money and reduce fuel poverty. The home improvements 
will also cut carbon emissions and support our progress towards making Buckinghamshire 
net zero by 2050. 

“With fuel costs at an all-time high, the second phase of this scheme is an important chance 
for local residents to improve their homes, save money on their energy bills and reduce their 
carbon emissions.” 

Buckinghamshire Council will shortly be contacting residents who they believe are likely to 
be eligible for the scheme. Further information will also be made available soon on the 
council’s website. 

Any Buckinghamshire residents who are struggling to afford basic necessities such as food, 
fuel and other household costs should call the council’s Helping Hand team on 01296 
531151 or complete the online contact form. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-upgrade-grant-phase-2 
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Be part of the Community Food Chain and help people in 
need  

  
Buckinghamshire Council is encouraging residents to be part of the Community Food Chain 
and lend a helping hand to ensure food gets to those in need of support. If you enjoy helping 
others, or have excess food, green fingers or free time you could donate, there are a wide 
range of ways you can help your community. 

As the cost of living pressures continue, 33% more food parcels have been provided to 
residents by foodbanks in January and February this year compared to the same time last 
year. In addition to support available through foodbanks, the council’s Helping Hand service 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DaHwdv9Wv0N5mw5ZLb4OTj6XKrVEumY9zhSTtldBqbu_oZJH6pWrAFmb2jKF1R2zACKcp3OVU4HI5n6IADOcEXs-zW84HB2NEWYJx_26dVqMvXNID-mRCtyCg-Gh5ZCCm7DP8U6sgK2Yf0S3I0GU1QfoRUfRBt2obwrisxem0WaAesoLkp_a0GSvXRPKYQqROuA2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C391f877283ff4fc45c1708db2f961da5%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638156094012553247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L65Mph89i7PEjsxOvfYU9cQ5GWwIayp3wObmtkqBobI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DCDPf0VOsNElFuTBquk1yMGIOeCTEmXMbsJMlv_n1b-s_SAEkXct7R8gMRE_WFGgY5Oh7Zoap2bEN2wilFp5UBDIQJ532x8tw3tIsW4-q-g94JY__nGJ16RbQlCgkU6PU9lbxKvdEP2Y_8rVbuqFXQY8UUqYxWMxznfZOsYA0iL2-aZGptUbbSJMlVkBlc1hr2w2&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C391f877283ff4fc45c1708db2f961da5%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638156094012553247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NNaMQYH1pOGnNfYzZciwwgZuJjsSkBWRmOZJZVTAHDw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D05dmwDH5ps2j1CiJAGU7DlU1YyvYOjKxLlNkK7IWkIHG0mFCQ2dY2bpKNr6keF6pwZb8k4zms2SRudACplEghyQNk0MtxqbxmChvSeuwOXq_Lo5f70zk14BO3o7MZBZ2CcJwSTHGjZmJZo_McmWqngdU3eN_kiznXafqzIYRR87pMqZI-vNwg3-XBb2bU7STyoGrtCxur3F_sw_siJjCEZmSr-BOBFCBRv3LeQ73RNFxYK6k9GF-ipgudeMvPDyQsm_-Lgly_YD7dsrfPoofOmw1&data=05%7C01%7Cjilly.jordan%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7Cbbccdd5de15d46614f6d08db36b41240%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638163919248780897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=22byfpsM6PJ0lRaoS6NRAYXIWgIAgMzXYdsxYMwRWkk%3D&reserved=0


 

 

provides support for residents who are struggling to pay for food, utility bills and other 
household essentials. 

The Community Food Chain represents how residents and support services work together 
giving and collecting donations that are then distributed to those in the community who are in 
need. Part of this is the council’s Food Champion scheme, which works in partnership with 
Street Associations and local communities to increase much needed donations to local 
foodbanks. Food Champions are encouraged to coordinate regular food donations in their 
street, area or place of work to collect dry and tinned food items and to deliver them to the 
foodbanks. 

Anyone wishing to be part of the Community Food Chain and lend a helping hand can now 
join the 46 amazing volunteers that have already signed up as Food Champions around the 
county by contacting their nearest foodbank to set up a collection point. 

If you have green fingers, you can also participate in our Grow to Give scheme, where we 
encourage people to grow food in their garden or allotment and donate the excess to 
community fridges. Each Grow to Give allotment site has a donation point, making it 
effortless for residents to join the food chain and donate their fresh produce. 

Alternatively, anyone can offer their time and volunteer at a foodbank or a community fridge - 
or even set up their own community fridge. Community fridges are a great way of supporting 
your community and reducing food waste. They enable local people and businesses to 
donate fresh food and produce that might otherwise be wasted. All food donated to the 
fridges will be available for residents to collect and enjoy. You can find your local community 
fridge here or find out more about setting one up. 

"If you are able, please consider getting involved and give a helping hand. We know that so 
many of our residents and local businesses are incredibly generous and welcoming when 
called on to help others. 

To find out more or to set up a scheme in your street please visit our Food 
Champions page. 

 

• Residents struggling to buy food can find out about the food support available from 
Helping Hand or use the Buckinghamshire Online Directory to find local organisations 
who can provide emergency food support. 

• Anyone interested in further opportunities such as volunteering during the King’s 
Coronation, can register with Community Impact Bucks, who provide a free and 
confidential service to help match your skills and interests to local opportunities. 

• A total of 15,427 adults and children in Buckinghamshire were supported by food 
banks during January and February this year. 

• This is an increase of 37% compared to the same time last year, with council 
referrals increasing by 23%. 

• Alongside food bank support, the council’s Helping Hand service issued 808 
Supermarket Vouchers in January and February to assist residents with food crisis 
support, clothing and essential household items. 
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