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Drayton Parslow Parish Council Meeting  Monday  29th April


	Council reminds residents of new photo ID requirements for local and national elections 
​ 

	Buckinghamshire Council is reminding residents that to vote in upcoming elections in England they will need to show a valid photo ID at polling stations.
This will apply to:
· Local elections
· UK General elections
· Police and Crime Commissioner elections
· UK parliamentary by-elections
· Recall petitions
The Electoral Commission’s website lists the accepted forms of photo ID.
A photo ID will be required to vote at a polling station for the Police and Crime Commissioner election on Thursday 2 May.
For people registered to vote by post, no photo ID will be required. This is because postal voting requires other identification checks, such as signature and date of birth verification.
Sarah Ashmead, Buckinghamshire Council’s Deputy Chief Executive and Returning Officer, said:
“You will need to show an accepted form of photo ID for the Police and Crime Commissioner election on 2 May 2024, the next General Election and any upcoming local referendums and elections.
“If you haven’t done so already, I’d encourage you to make sure that you are registered to vote. The easiest way to do this is by visiting GOV.UK.”
Find out more about accepted forms of photo ID and what to expect on polling day by visiting Buckinghamshire Council's website.
The council is urging residents to share this information with friends and relatives who may be unaware of these voter ID changes or need assistance with applying for the necessary documents. Booklets containing relevant information are also available at Buckinghamshire libraries.

 


 









	








Bucks Tree Mission flourishes with more than 193,000 trees planted so far

	To coincide with Earth Day (Monday 22 April), Buckinghamshire Council is celebrating the significant progress made in its Bucks Tree Mission, with over 193,000 trees planted since the beginning of the programme.
The overall mission, which began in 2021, is to plant over 543,000 new trees on council-owned land in Buckinghamshire within a decade – one for every resident. This is part of the council’s comprehensive Climate Change and Air Quality Strategy.
The most recent tree planting season ran from October 2023 to March 2024. Key projects in the county have included a mix of large-scale tree planting on council land and a wide variety of local community planting initiatives, including several new Tiny Forests.
At Wing Wood, the final 23,000 trees have been planted, bringing this woodland up to its full complement of 132,000 trees. A well-attended volunteer day in Wing saw over 600 of the new trees planted by members of the local community. 
Communities have also been enjoying opportunities to plant more Miyawaki forests in Buckinghamshire, with five of these Tiny Forests being planted over the last few months – totalling 3,000 trees planted with funding the council secured from the Local Authority Treescapes Fund. This funding has also enabled community planting in Stoke Hammond, Gerrards Cross, Buckingham and Marlow. 
Trees provide a range of ecosystem services beyond capturing carbon, which will help deliver biodiversity and climate change adaptation improvements.
Find out more about Bucks Tree Mission.
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	Council unveils ambitious Housing Strategy for 2024-2029 
​ 

	Buckinghamshire Council has unveiled a comprehensive Housing Strategy for 2024-2029. The strategy sets out the council’s vision, priorities and actions to meet the current and future housing needs and challenges in the county.
The Housing Strategy has been developed with the input and support of a wide range of partners, including housing associations, developers, community groups and other public sector organisations.
To achieve the strategy, the council has created three key priorities:
1. A strong housing offer: The vision is to provide affordable, accessible, sustainable, and suitable housing choices for all life stages. Recognising that a safe and secure home is fundamental to quality of life, public health, and economic prosperity.
1. Better homes: The council is dedicated to improving the quality and sustainability of existing homes. Through targeted investments, it aims to enhance living conditions and create vibrant communities.
1. New homes: The strategy emphasises the importance of affordable, accessible, and appropriate new housing. By collaborating with housing associations, developers, and community groups, Buckinghamshire Council will ensure that residents find homes that meet their needs and aspirations.
Each priority includes:
· What the council will do to achieve it
· The challenges Buckinghamshire faces
· Actions the council is taking now
· Proposed actions up to 2029
Visit the council’s website to view the full Housing Strategy document.


 




	











	Road repairs can now start with funds released by HS2 Limited 
​ 

	Following successful negotiations with HS2 Limited, funding has now been secured for repairs to the first tranche of roads where claims have been submitted.  These roads include roads, or part roads, which have been used as haulage routes during the HS2 construction works.  Hauling work has now been substantially completed on these roads, and we have taken advantage of an available contractor and road space to ensure an early start is made on these substantial repair works.  
Resurfacing work will start on Fidlers Field, Quainton on 29 April, as this road is already closed to through traffic. The repairs will be undertaken to the point at which the new road will connect (tie in). 
This will be followed by works on Shipton Lee near Quainton, Frith Hill (the link to South Heath) near Great Missenden, and Kings Lane, The Lee. Where possible we would look to carry out works overnight to minimise disruption. All works are expected to be completed by the middle of June.
 
Councillor Steven Broadbent, Cabinet Member for Transport at Buckinghamshire Council said: “It is no secret that we have been in constant negotiation with HS2 to get these funds and we are delighted that the money is now in the bank.  We can start repairing some of our roads that have been damaged by the construction of the new high speed rail line. 
The activities of HS2 in Bucks are having a huge impact on our roads and our residents and will continue to do so for many years to come. We are pleased that HS2 Limited has now released the funds for this tranche of roads so we can start bringing them back to a decent maintained state. We will continue to negotiate with HS2 to bring in more money to do other necessary road repairs elsewhere in Bucks.”
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